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An Introduction to the Department
Dear readers,

In this brochure we would like to present an overview of the Department of Environmental 
Studies. 

What are environmental studies all about? In short, they examine the interactions between 
people and their environment. How nature and landscape impact society and how people 
leave their mark on the natural environment – these are the questions that fascinate us. 
We focus on the impact of humans on nature, the landscape, and the environment today, 
in the early twenty-first century, and seek to answer the following questions: How have human 
activities impacted the natural world? What are the historical roots of our current situation? 
And what can each of us do to make human society more environmentally sustainable? 

When studying at our department, you will be confronted with a broad range of various 
topics focusing on interactions between humans and the natural world will open up to 
you. At our department, you can meet with specialists who focus on the links between 
humans and nature from the perspective of many scholarly disciplines: sociology, 
economics, psychology, political science, history, philosophy, ethics, esthetics, and the 
natural sciences. In our work, we attempt to combine scientific research with practical 
knowledge as well as an understanding of environmental history with prospects for the 
future. We work together with many partner organizations, on the local, national, and 
international level, ranging from the Brno-based Lipka environmental education orga-
nization, through the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic and Hnutí 
Duha – Friends of the Earth Czech Republic, to Schumacher College. 

In this brochure, we have summarized the most important information about our field 
of study for you. You will find out what we offer to students enrolled in our bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctoral programs, who teaches at our department and what publications our profes-
sors have written recently, what our Beautification Association does, and what kind of trips 
you can take while studying in Brno.

I hope that learning more about our department will be inspiring for you.

doc. Mgr. Bohuslav Binka, Ph.D.
Department head
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 ≈ The cultural environmental studies specialization is intended for 
students interested in the causes of current environmental problems and their 
broader context. Her,e you will gain a unique cultural-historical overview that 
will serve as a solid foundation for further study lecturers in the social sciences 
and the humanities. 

We should add that environmental studies is a double-subject program, meaning 
that in addition to studying environmental studies, you must simultaneously study 
another subject.

There are many possible combinations:

 ≈ At our department’s home faculty, environmental studies can be studied 
in combination with all other offered bachelor’s programs: security and 
strategic studies, European studies, gender studies, international relations, 
political science, psychology, social anthropology, social work, sociology, 
public policy and human resources, media studies and journalism.

 ≈ There are also interfaculty combinations. Alongside environmental studies, 
you can study philosophy, religious studies, esthetics, combined art studies, 
English language and literature, French language and literature, Spanish 
language and literature, history, cultural studies of China, and education 
(MU’s Faculty of Arts); social education (MU’s Faculty of Education); geography 
and cartography with a view to education (MU’s Faculty of Science); and public 
economics and administration (MU’s Faculty of Economics and Administration).

Bachelor’s Studies
The bachelor’s degree program in environmental studies is open to graduates from 
all types of secondary schools to whom we provide a broad overview of connections 
between human society and the natural world. During a three-year full-time course 
of studies, you will learn a great deal about nature conservation and landscape and 
environmental protection, as well as the cultural, social, economic, and political aspects 
of such activities.

The bachelor’s program combines knowledge from the natural sciences (ecology, 
geography, biology, etc.), the social sciences (ecological economics, sociology, philos-
ophy, history, etc.) and a wide array of practically focused courses (business, envi-
ronmental education, NGO management, landscape management, etc.). Over the course 
of your studies you will spend more than 80 hours working as an environmental 
intern (see the “Internships” section on p. 15 for details).

Because environmental studies encompass such a wide range of topics, we consider 
it important that every student pick their own focus of studies; we offer more than 
30 elective courses and 3 specializations. Everyone can also “mix in” any of the 
courses offered as part of these specializations into their own schedule:

 ≈ The social-ecological business specialization offers a specialization 
in businesses that has objectives other than just profit. These types 
of businesses usually revolve around social, environmental, or cultural issues. 
This specialization is focused primarily on the practical skills needed for the 
business world, but at the same time students are taught to think about this 
world both theoretically and critically.

 ≈ The civic engagement and public administration specialization 
provides a holistic education to anyone who wants to become involved in nature 
conservation and environmental protection in non-profit organizations, 
government agencies, or local government. Students are introduced to activities 
of environmental organizations and learn practical skills, such as project 
management, grant writing, cooperation skills, and so forth.
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Master’s Studies
For more than sixteen years, the environmental studies master’s program has been a unique 
meeting place for graduates of various bachelor’s programs; our master’s students 
hold undergraduate degrees in the social sciences, the natural sciences, economics, law, the 
arts, and technical sciences. Thus, our department comprises a diverse community in which 
students, scholars with various academic backgrounds, and experienced “real world” profes-
sionals transgress the boundaries of individual disciplines and expand and deepen their under-
standing of the relationship between humans and the environment. Thanks to this unique 
approach, environmental studies will prepare you for management, specialist, and analyst posi-
tions in a broad range of professions related to nature, landscape, and the environment.

Completing 100 hours of a student internship is an important step towards your future 
profession. Our students can choose from more than thirty elective  courses and four 
study specializations to get them started on their career path:

Completing 100 hours of a student internship is an important step towards 
your future profession. Our students can choose from more than 35 elective 
courses and 4 study specializations to get them started on their career path:

 ≈ The social-scientific reflection of environmental problems 
specialization deals with the links between nature and people, as both individuals 
and groups. Students gain an overview of select sociological, psychological, 
philosophical, and ethical theories, learn how to conduct scientific work in the 
field, and also have the opportunity to write academic papers.

 ≈ The civil society and policy specialization is intended for students who want to be 
active citizens in their careers, whether in public administration, NGOs, or politics.

 ≈ The town, countryside, landscape specialization focuses on the environmental 
aspects of changes in the physical environment (both natural and built) and their 
reflection in the social sciences. Field excursions are a typical part of this specialization

 ≈ The ecological economics specialization is intended for students who are interested 
in the economic context of the environmental crisis, critiques of mainstream economics, 
alternative economic theories, public policy, and ecosocial business practices.



9 10

Doctoral studies
Twice a year, you can apply for the doctoral program in environmental human-
ities, which is accredited under the doctoral program in sociology. Doctoral studies 
at the department are open not only to our graduates, but also to graduates from other 
faculties, schools, and departments. Our Ph.D. students hold degrees in fields such 
as sociology, philosophy, history, journalism, psychology, biology, ecology, environ-
mental protection, geography, and agricultural sciences. Thanks to this diversity, our 
department is a broadly interdisciplinary environment in which you will learn 
to examine environmental issues from the perspective of various disciplines.

A doctoral degree may be pursued both full-time and part-time. Each student has 
his or her individual study plan. To successfully complete a doctorate, candidates are 
required to publish their research. 

A doctoral degree may be pursued both full-time and part-time. Each student has his 
or her individual study plan. To successfully complete a doctorate, candidates are required 
to publish their research. The department is open to the ideas and initiatives of doctoral 
students who have an opportunity to teach and take part in research projects.

In recent years, successfully defended doctoral dissertations at our department have 
included the following:

 ≈ Environmental Aspects of the Lifestyle of Czech Singles

 ≈ Eco-Friendly Tendencies in Czechoslovak Urban and Regional Planning from 
1918 until 1968

 ≈ Economic Localisation in an Environmental Context: Production and 
Consumption Up Close

 ≈ The Natural World as Ecological Problem

 ≈ “Beauty in Nature” – The Reflection of Nature in Russian Thought

 ≈ Czech Farmers as Landscape Managers?

 ≈ Transformations of Environmentalist Ideology in the Public Space
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The Faculty
The Faculty of Social Studies at Masaryk University, the home of our department, was 
founded in 1998. It has a prestigious reputation and is considered one of the best 
places to study in the Czech Republic. Currently, the Faculty of Social Studies 
applicants can choose from fifteen bachelor’s programs, thirteen master’s programs, 
and nine doctoral programs (seven of the master’s programs are taught in English 
as well). Student advisors help new students get their bearings. The faculty also has 
an elaborate student-aid system which provides stipends and scholarships.

The faculty’s building provides a classic, yet modern learning environment (in the 
building of the former German Technical College); according to student evaluations, 
its library surpasses those of other Masaryk University faculties. It features nine study 
rooms, more than thirty scientific databases, and more than 75,000 publications in its 
collections. At the Faculty of Social Studies, students have an opportunity to expand 
their education beyond the standard courses – the faculty arranges many workshops, 
lectures, summer schools, and conferences that are open to all.

Since it was founded, the Faculty of Social Studies has emerged as an important 
science and research hub. The faculty is home to several research centers and 
it acquires many grants every year. The funding for research activities is not restricted 
to doctoral students – for example, the faculty regularly grants awards to outstanding 
students regardless of the program they are currently studying.

Student associations play an important role in the life of the faculty. Besides the 
Department of Environmental Studies’ Beautification Association, which is featured 
elsewhere in this brochure, there is the association that publishes the Halas associ-
ation which publishes a student magazine bearing the same name, BeInternational, 
a civic association that supports the active involvement of young people in public life, 
and many others.
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for successful applicants (1 organizational year and 3 intakes of the two-year Master). 
In total, there will be more than 100 highly motivated students in the 3 intakes, both 
from non-EU and EU countries. The following intakes of the project will build on further 
funding and the sustainability of the project.

Master draft
Vienna University of Economics and Business Vechta University, members 
of the CASE project, a thematic and pedagogical outline for a master program 
on sustainability-driven entrepreneurship was developed that can be implemented 
by as many universities as possible.

The master program is explicitly competence-, not only knowledge-oriented. 
Therefore, we were looking for teaching and learning methods that foster sustainability 
and entrepreneurial competencies like anticipatory thinking, creativity, oppor-
tunity - detection, strategic action competence and interpersonal, commu-
nication skills.

As entrepreneurs, students will address complex real-world sustainability prob-
lems within a business setting. So, we need to have learning settings where students 
get in touch with the world outside university as in service-learning projects with busi-
ness partners or NGOs. That is one example how students can learn in a self-directed 
manner, in an inter- and transdisciplinary setting and through exchange with peers, 
mentors and role models.

Joint Master Degree Programme 

Sustainability-Driven Entrepreneurship
The proposed Joint Master Programme “Sustainability-Driven Entrepreneur-
ship” shall provide unique education for students who want to tackle sustainability 
challenges such as climate change, clean energy or social inclusion by developing 
and applying their entrepreneurial thinking. Based on transdisciplinary learning 
and teaching as well as close collaboration with entrepreneurial pioneers, students 
shall acquire the competencies necessary to play an active part in shaping sustain-
able socio-economic processes and to establish their own companies as agents 
of socio-ecological transformations. Regarding the special context and current needs 
of sustainability-driven enterprises, a strong focus will rest on multi-stakeholder 
networks, policies and alternative forms of financing. Combining beyond-the-classroom 
experience in real life settings (just as service learning) with a wide range of innovative 
teaching methods, the Joint Master Programme shall provide a substantial contribu-
tion to “green economy”, which is currently the fastest growing sector within the Euro-
pean Union.

Partners
Our partnership and the proposal build on the results of the successful EU-project 
CASE (Competencies for a Sustainable Socio-Economic Development). 
The consortium consists of institutes at Vienna University of Economics and 
Business (Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development), 
Masaryk University Brno (Department of Environmental Studies, Faculty of Social 
Studies), University of Barcelona (Faculty of Economics and Business) and Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam (Science & Business Innovation). 

Call
The project will be submitted in the Call for proposals for Erasmus Mundus Joint 
Master Degree Programmes in February 2019. The Call ensures 5 years of funding 
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Internships
Completing a compulsory internship is an essential part of both the bachelor’s and 
master’s programs. An internship will enable you to see what it is like working at a 
job that corresponds with your specialization. You will apply your theoretical knowl-
edge to real situations, learn from professionals in your field, and perhaps even find 
a permanent job with the organization you intern for. 

It is up to you whether you will complete your internship over the course of a whole 
semester or if you will focus on it over the course of a few weeks. You can decide 
where you want to do your internship, so that the experience you gain best corre-
sponds with your interests and career plans. You can choose from a truly diverse array 
of possibilities: renowned NGOs based in Brno (Veronica, Hnutí Duha – Friends 
of the Earth Czech Republic, NaZemi, Lipka, Kaprálův mlýn, etc.), state institutions 
(national parks, protected landscape areas, environmental agencies), and organic 
farms and green companies. 

Students with an interest in environmental education will surely appreciate interning for 
organizations such as Lipk a, Kaprálův mlýn, or Rezekvítek, or for a forest kindergarten.

The choice is up to you. You can pick one of our many partner organizations, or you can 
arrange for your own internship elsewhere.

Hnutí DUHA
Friends of the Earth Czech Republic
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Field Trips
Students of environmental studies are offered a wide array of field trips, a specialty 
of the department, not typical for the social studies. They are critical to understanding 
topics related to the physical environment, whether natural or built by man. Field trips 
are organized in both the spring and autumn semesters and come in different lengths 
– two-hour excursions, half-day and full-day trips, and long trips that can last several 
days.

Bachelor’s and master’s students may go on botanical, zoological, and ecological excur-
sions and multiple-day trips to the White Carpathians as part of a landscape ecology 
course. Trips focused on landscape management, permaculture, and green busi-
nesses are also popular. Field trips are also key parts of courses examining interac-
tions between the natural and artificial environment; for example, courses focused 
on architecture and spatial planning feature trips to urban and suburban areas.

A special multiple-day trip to the city of Ostrava and its environs is also offered.

Moreover, excursions help students get a better grip on cultural and historical aspects 
of environmental issues. Field courses may focus on cultural dimensions of nature and 
landscape, on presenting natural and cultural heritage to the public, on the relation-
ship between nature conservation and historical preservation, or on environmental 
history. Participants travel to destinations such as the Czech Middle Mountains, Central 
Bohemia, the Pálava Protected Landscape Area, and Lower Austria.
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Transition Towns movement (towns that are transitioning to a low-carbon economy 
and lifestyle). Besides work, you can also attend lectures and other events.

You can also gain experience together with students from the University of Vienna and 
the University of South Bohemia at a week-long practical course about sustainability 
at the local level. There are also possibilities to take part in short courses or summer 
schools at partner institutions, such as in Barcelona or at Schumacher College.

Foreign Teachers
However, to gain new, inspiring knowledge, you do not have to go abroad – our depart-
ment regularly hosts international experts, including Tim Crabtree from Schumacher 
College, who teaches an ecological economics course, his colleague Dan Keech, with 
whom you can debate sustainable food production, Christos Zografos from Universitat 
Autònoma de Barcelona, who teaches a course on the impact of policies on environmental 
change, Beth Stratford, who presents new perspectives on the green economy, and 
Dominika Dzwonkowska, who focuses on environmental ethics.

Jan Haverkamp’s courses are also popular. This energy specialist and long-term 
Greenpeace consultant teaches two courses focused on NGOs and facilitating envi-
ronmental communication.

International Relations
Studying and Interning Abroad
During your course of study at the Department of Environmental Studies you will have 
the opportunity to study or work abroad and gain invaluable experience. The depart-
ment has a truly broad array of partner universities.

In Spain, you can study in Granada (in Spanish) or in Barcelona (in English) at an 
interdisciplinary institute focused on ecological economics. You can also spend five 
months in Lisbon (in Portugal), where English-speaking students can get by quite 
easily.

If you prefer Scandinavia, you will have the opportunity to go to Telemark, Norway. 
The university there offers programs in environmental studies (in English) and more 
adventurous outdoor life. You can also travel to the Baltic countries and gain experi-
ence at the Department of Sociology in Kaunas, Lithuania.

Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University in Warsaw offers interesting humanities and 
natural sciences courses in English, German, and Polish. Here, you can study bioethics, 
ecophilosophy, ecopsychology, and urban ecology, as well as climatology, geology, and 
other subjects.

If you are more tempted by distant lands and exotic cultures, you can study in Mumbai, 
India, and spend the summer and autumn at the prestigious Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences. The courses taught here (in English) intertwine development and environ-
mental issues. 

You can do more than just study abroad – the department also offers many opportu-
nities to complete an international internship. Our students have, for example, gained 
work experience at Sustentia, an NGO in Madrid, and at the Bayerischer Wald 
National Park in Germany.

Renowned Schumacher College in southern England also offers interesting oppor-
tunities for internships that last four to six months. Here, you will help in their organic 
garden, as well as work on local initiatives in the town of Totnes, the birthplace of the 
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Major international projects
Project MEDEAS
The transition to a low-carbon economy must pursue multiple aims: competitiveness, 
protection of the environment, creation of quality jobs, and social welfare. Thus poli-
cy-makers and other key stakeholders need tools that focus not only on the energy-econ-
omy-environment nexus, but also on the societal aspects of the transition.

Currently, most of the tools that are available do not integrate all of these important areas 
despite being tightly connected to the energy sector. Moreover, current energy modelling 
tools often lack documentation and transparency, and have been developed for an insider 
audience of specialists in the field, which often makes the models hard to understand.

This situation is what our Horizon 2020 project MEDEAS (Modelling Energy system 
Development under Environmental And Socioeconomic constraints), a prestigious 
EU-funded international project with 12 other partners (universities, research centres 
and non-governmental organizations), wants to address. The project aims to fulfil the 
current need for integration and transparency by developing a leading-edge policy 
modelling tool based on system dynamics and input-output analysis that allows for 
accounting of environmental, social and economic impacts of the low-carbon transition.

Transparency will be achieved by offering open-access freeware distribution of the 
model based on an open-access programming language (Python), by providing a detailed 
user manual geared toward a wider, non-specialist audience, especially policy-makers 
and independent analysts from governmental, private or non-governmental bodies, 
and by including free internet courses and learning materials.

Project CASE
The proposed Knowledge alliance jointly accepts the need of new ways of teaching and 
learning as well as a strong cooperation between higher education and business to enhance 
sustainable socio-economic development in general and new forms of sustainable driven 
enterprises in particular. The consortium aims at changing the EU landscape of higher 
education towards a stronger accentuation on inter-and transdisciplinarity and 

sustainable entrepreneurial education through a new European Joint Master 
Programme of sustainability Driven Entrepreneurship, Policies and 
Innovation.

The CASE project did piloting some of the courses or whole modules as proposed 
in the CASE master program draft. During this phase the different regions of the 
CASE project will test and evaluate innovative courses that address topics and methods 
important to foster competencies for sustainability-driven entrepreneurship.

Doing this, a strong focus will be on testing different cooperation formats between 
higher education institutions and business partners as well as innovative 
methods for transdisciplinary teaching and learning with a particular focus 
on sustainability-driven entrepreneurship.

Project WISE
The main aim of the project is to organize an international interdisciplinary 
network of academic teachers and researchers that will work together to develop 
operational capacity of an integrated interdisciplinary thinking about sustainable devel-
opment. In addition the project will deliver useful innovative multidisciplinary tools 
to support development of environmental studies embedded in Sustainable Develop-
ment in Higher Education.

Project RoZa
The project aims to increase the qualification of the future researchers, to provide 
sufficient number of fully qualified and research-experienced doctoral graduates 
and to increase the influx of excellent foreign as well as domestic experts. This will 
enable further development of human resources in research & development area. 
The objective will be reached mainly by creation of the new research-oriented 
doctoral programs of Media and journalism studies, Environmental studies, Clinical 
psychology, and by reaccreditation of the already existing research oriented doctoral 
programs of Sociology and Political science. The project intends to provide the doctoral 
students at the Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University (FSS MU), with skills and 
methodological knowledge that would increase their employability and support their 
next professional development.
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doc. PhDr. Jan Činčera, Ph.D.
He works on theories, methods, and evaluation 
of environmental education; he has helped define the 
objectives and outputs of environmental education in the 
Czech Republic. He researches strategies for effective 
environmental education. In collaboration with envi-
ronmental education centers, he tests various teaching 
methods (e.g. Earth education, thematic interpretation). 
He is also a consultant and leads evaluation studies 
of several programs (such as Ekoškola and GLOBE). 
He has published many academic studies and guidelines 
for evaluating programs. He also teaches at the Technical 
University of Liberec.

doc. Mgr. Karel Stibral, Ph.D.
The recipient of degrees in esthetics and the history of the 
natural sciences, he studies the mutual relationships between 
culture and nature, primarily the history of the esthetic and 
artistic perception of the landscape in the modern era, as well 
as the development of environmental thought in the context 
of cultural history and the history of the natural sciences, and 
of biology in particular. He is the author of Proč je příroda 
krásná? [Why is Nature Beautiful?] (2005), Darwin a estetika 
[Darwin and Aesthetics] (2006), O malebnu. Estetika přírody 
mezi zahradou a divočinou [On The Picturesque, Or The 
Esthetics Of Nature Between The Garden And The Wilder-
ness] (2011). He also teaches at the Institute of Esthetics and 
Art History at the Faculty of Arts of the University of South 
Bohemia in České Budějovice.

Our staff
doc. Mgr. Bohuslav Binka, Ph.D.
Department head. He completed a semester-long study 
stay at the Catholic University in the United States and 
a semester-long research stay at Glasgow University 
in Scotland. For his dissertation, he won the Josef 
Vavroušek Prize in the science and research work cate-
gory awarded by the Faculty of Social Sciences of Charles 
University in Prague and the Petra and Josef Vavroušek 
Foundation. He works on environmental ethics and the 
history of environmental movements.  He is the author 
of the publications Environmentální etika [Environmental 
Ethics] and Zelený extremismus [Green Extremism]. 

prof. RNDr. Hana Librová, CSc. 
A sociologist and biologist, she is interested in the connec-
tions between lifestyle and environmental problems; her 
research focuses on environmentally friendly lifestyles. 
Besides publishing in Czech and international academic 
journals, she has also published several book-length mono-
graphs: Sociální potřeba a hodnota krajiny [The Social Need 
And Value Of The Landscape]  (1987), Láska ke krajině? 
[Love For The Landscape?] (1988), Pestří a zelení: Kapitoly 
o dobrovolné skromnosti [The Colourful and the Greens: 
chapters on voluntary modesty.] (1994), Vlažní a Váhaví: 
Kapitoly o ekologickém luxusu [The Half-hearted and the 
Hesitant: Chapters on Ecological Luxury] (2003).
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RNDr. Naďa Johanisová, Ph.D.
She deals with the economic aspects of environmental 
and social problems as well as ecological economics. Her 
main interests include hidden assumptions of mainstream 
economics and community-level economic alternatives. 
She is the author of the books Living in the Cracks (2005), 
Kde peníze jsou služebníkem, nikoliv pánem [Where 
Money Is The Servant, Not The Master] (2008), Ekonomičtí 
disidenti [Economic Dissidents] (2014), and Ekologická 
ekonomie: vybrané kapitoly [Ecological Economics: 
Selected Chapters] (2015).

Christian Kimmich, Ph.D., M.Sc.
He works on natural resource issues from the perspective 
of institutional economics. In the past, his research focused 
on the commons and cooperative ownership in the context 
of energy infrastructure. Currently, he is examining the 
influence of technological changes on the environment 
and the socioeconomic aspects of transformation into 
a low-carbon economy. Christian received his Ph.D. 
in agricultural sciences and economics from Humboldt 
University in Berlin. In the past, he worked for the 
Swiss Federal Institute WSL in Zurich and contributed 
to workshops held by Elinor Ostrom, winner of the Nobel 
Prize in Economics.

Mgr. Jan Dostalík, Ph.D.
He works primarily on the history of green ideas 
in urban and regional planning. In his courses, he focuses 
on architecture, city, and landscape. He combines his 
practical knowledge in the field, gained from working 
for several years on regional development studies and 
planning documents, with historical knowledge and 
an environmental perspective. His academic interests also 
include the history and theory of architecture of the 20th 
and 21st century and environmental history.

Mgr. Eva Fraňková, Ph.D.
As an undergraduate, she studied biology in České Budě-
jovice before completing her master’s degree and Ph.D. 
in environmental humanities in Brno. She is an assistant 
professor and has long been interested in alternative 
economic practices, local production and consumption, 
and the concept of sustainable degrowth. Currently, she 
is researching the material, energy, and money flows 
involved in local food production, as well as mapping 
alternative economic practices in the Czech Republic. 
She is also involved in the activities of The Economy 
and Society Trust and of the newly founded Association 
of Local Food Initiatives (AMPI, o.p.s.).
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Ing. Zbyněk Ulčák, Ph.D.
A landscape ecologist and agricultural specialist who 
focuses on sustainable land management and the social 
aspects of organic farming and food production. His work 
on these topics has been published in both Czech and 
foreign scholarly journals. He also teaches at the Depart-
ment of Applied and Landscape Ecology at the Agrisciences 
Faculty of Mendel University in Brno and collaborates with 
Lillehammer University College in Norway.

Mgr. Tomáš Chabada
He is the project coordinator of the EEA-funded project 
“Support of information exchange about impact of the 
climate change and adaptation on national and regional 
level.”  He holds a master’s degree in sociology and 
is currently pursuing his Ph.D. in environmental human-
ities. He has spent a semester studying at the University 
of Bergen in Norway and at the Socrates Institute 
in Slovakia.

Mag. Dr. Christian Kerschner MSc.
He holds a master’s degree in business and economics 
from the University of Vienna and a doctorate from 
theUniversitat Autònoma de Barcelona. He studies the 
vulnerability of economies to peak oil, attitudes towards 
technology, and alternatives to the paradigm of economic 
growth. His paper proposing a connection between the 
steady state economy and economic degrowth has been 
widely cited in his field.

PhDr. Jan Krajhanzl, Ph.D.
A social psychologist who specializes in conversation 
psychology and environmental communication. In his 
research, he focuses on the attitudes of the Czech people 
towards nature and the environment, human motivation 
for protection of the environment, children’s contact 
with nature, and methods for communicating envi-
ronmental issues to the public. He is the author of the 
publications Psychologie vztahu k přírodě a životnímu 
prostředí [The Psychology Of The Relationship To Nature 
And The Environment] (2014) and Dobře utajené 
emoce a problémy životního prostředí [Well-Hidden 
Emotions And Problems Of The Environment] (2012). 
He enjoys integrating scholarship into practice. For 
more than twelve years, he has been supporting the 
development of ecopsychology in the Czech Republic.  
He is editor of the website www.ekopsychologie.cz.
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Mgr. Karel Čada, Ph.D., a sociologist 
focused on methodology and analyzing 
public policies.

RNDr. Yvonna Gaillyová, CSc., director 
of the Veronica Ecological Institute; at the 
department, she teaches students about 
the environmental aspects of energy use.

Mgr. Vojtěch Kotecký, Ph.D., energy 
and climate change analyst at Glopolis; 
he focuses on economic tools in public 
policy.

Ing. Stanislav Kutáček, Ph.D., financial 
director of Frank Bold, chairman of Czech 
Carsharing Association; he teaches about 
the relationships between the environment 
and economics at the department.

PhDr. Tereza Vandrovcová, researcher 
at Charles University, editor of the website 
Soucitne.cz; she works on animal studies.

RNDr. Mojmír Vlašín, zoologist and 
ecologist at the Veronica Ecological 
Institute in Brno, expert witness in nature 
conservation; in his courses for the 
department he focuses on ecology and 
biodiversity conservation.

doc. PhDr. Jarmila Bednaříková, CSc.
doc. Ing. Antonín Buček, CSc.
Mgr. Adam Čajka
Ing. Linda Černušáková
RNDr. Petr Daněk, Ph.D.
Mgr. Miloslav Delín
Ing. Michal Friedl
Mgr. Petra Frühbauerová
Mgr. Lucie Galčanová, Ph.D.
Ing. Mgr. Jaroslav Hlinka, Ph.D.
RNDr. Jan Hollan, Ph.D.
Ing. Petr Jelínek, Ph.D.
Mgr. Vít Kouřil
doc. PhDr. Lubor Kysučan, Ph.D.
Bc. Petr Machálek
Mgr. et Mgr. Michal Medek
Mgr. et Mgr. Arnošt Novák
Ing. Václav Prášek, Ph.D.
Mgr. Pavel Rotter, Ph.D.
Mgr. Péter Szabó, Ph.D.
doc. Mgr. Lubomír Tichý, Ph.D.
Mgr. Josef Tůša
Mgr. Vendula Zahumenská, Ph.D.
Mgr. Jan Zámečník, Th.D.
and others...

Mgr. Vojtěch Pelikán
He began at the department as a bachelor’s student. He is 
currently working on his dissertation about the Romani 
and their relationship with the environment under 
Professor Hana Librová. In his research, he examines 
environmental topics, the environmental movement, 
lifestyle, and the media from the perspective of social 
anthropology. Since 2008 he has been popularizing 
academic research in the socioecological magazine 
Sedmá generace. He works as a research assistant at the 
department and manages the Czech Science Foundation-
funded project “Environmentally-Friendly Lifestyle in the 
March of Time.”

Mgr. Jan Skalík
He is a part of a team researching the sociopsychological 
relations within nature protection and climate change 
related issues. His interests include environmental politics, 
activism, and literature, which is reflected in the courses 
he teaches. He is also a grant writer for the department. 
He received a master’s degree in sociology from Charles 
University’s Faculty of Arts and is currently working on his 
Ph.D. in environmental humanities.

External Employees:
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The Beautification Association
The Beautification Association is an informal club for students, graduates, and friends 
of the department. It was founded in late 1999 on the initiative of Professor Librová. 
Since its founding, its objectives have changed to reflect current membership. None-
theless, its activities always feature an environmental and charitable subtext.

Currently, the association focuses on cultural and other activities that not only bring 
its members together but also offers a place for informal meetings for other students 
and department staff.

The most important event of the year is the (now traditional) benefit ball, the earnings 
of which go to supporting beautification projects, particularly those in the vicinity of the 
faculty. Thus, in several parks and under the roof of the faculty itself, you can find bird-
houses and, in the Open Garden, beehives. In the future, members of the association 
would like to help support exhibitions and other activities which by their nature pursue 
the association’s original goals but at the same time follow current trends.

For more information (in Czech) see: www.okr-spolek.webnode.cz.

For current updates about the association’s activities (in Czech) see:  
www.facebook.com/okraslovak.
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Brno and Its Surroundings
At the Department of Environmental Studies, you will meet teachers and students from 
various corners of the Czech Republic and Slovakia and from around the world. Not 
only is Brno a geographical bridge and a transportation hub, it also offers some of the 
best student activities around.

Here are just a few reasons why you, as an environmental studies student, will fall 
in love with Brno.

Brno is a coffee heaven. Classic, hipster, underground, and design cafés. You’ll find 
them all in Brno. Right around the corner from the faculty there are more excellent cafés 
than you can count on two hands. Besides the university cafeteria and classic and more 
exotic restaurants, you can also have lunch in the many vegetarian and vegan restau-
rants around. Moreover, everything in the center of the town can be easily reached 
on foot or on bike.

Brno is a major center of activist life. Civil society has a long history in Brno 
that stretches back to the times before the Velvet Revolution. Perhaps that is why Brno 
is sometimes considered the epicenter of the Czech environmental movement. Here, 
you will find the headquarters of Hnutí Duha – Friends of the Earth Czech Republic, 
Frank Bold (Ecological Law Service), Nesehnutí, Lipka, Veronica, NaZemi, the Part-
nership Foundation, and others. Our department cooperates with all these organiza-
tions and together we contribute to a community where you can meet inspirational 
people devoted to the environment.

Brno is not just a city of cafés, activists, and conservationists. It’s also a city 
of nature. Not many cities in the Czech Republic can boast such wonderful nature 
as Brno. Besides all the city parks, green areas, and gardens, it is just a 45-minute trip 
from the faculty to such beautiful places as the Stránská skála Cliff, the Mariánské 
údolí Valley, the Brno Reservoir, the Pekárna natural monument, the Holedná game 
reserve, and the Baba and Hády natural parks. When class gets out in the afternoon, 
it will take you less than an hour to get to the Moravian Karst.
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Contact
THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University 
Joštova 10, 602 00 Brno 

Tel: 549 49 6417, 549 49 7476

Email:  
envirostudia@fss.muni.cz 

Web:  
www.chcinaenviro.cz  
www.envirostudia.cz 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/humenv

Thanks to Martin Vyhnal, Michaela Kašperová, Lucie Patoprstá, Vít Vrbka, Jan 
Skalík, Johana Drlíková, Centre for International Cooperation and RCE Vienna  

for using the photos.
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